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passes them. Beauty is thus a revelation of infinite" truth, seized only by the imagination. Poetry consequently, according to Poe's view at this time, makes its highest appeal to the intellect instead of the passions, and requires imagination rather than sympathetic power in both its makers and its readers.
The remainder of his proposition amounts only to saying that one who is able to analyze the elements which give rise to his own experience of the vision that poetry brings, and thus to discern how such moods are caused, can by forethought so select and combine these elements as to arouse the same state in others, whereas one who is merely susceptible to such experience might not be capable of reproducing it with certainty: the latter has the poetic temperament, the former has in addition the analytical power which is necessary to art; one is the creature, the other the master, of his inspiration. All this, which means that " The Ancient Mariner " had been written by Coleridge, is a good illustration of the rationalizing by which Poe was accustomed to feed his own vanity indirectly. Did he not possess " analytical power " ? "Was he not distinguished by "metaphysical acumen " ? And through all, too, most noticeable is his constant parroting of Coleridge, who was, taken all in all, the guiding genius of Poe's entire intellectual life.
Of more consequence than either Poe's niysti-he mind as a glmpse of the infinite, and thus excites instan-ll^eoTls pleasure, and furthermore, by intimating a :.;;.:;^^iy|^!:b. beyond, stimulates men to endeavor :;;;:^..;Ji^i||^*iB deeper into the mystery that encom-
